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1. 

AMENDMENTS TO CLAIMS; 

1. (currently amended) Automatic apparatus for attaching tags to articles 
comprising means for holding a plurality of tags, tag support means spaced 
from said tag holding means, vacuum tag transport means for removing tags, 
one at a time, from said tag holding means and placing them on said tag 
support means, danu3ing_means moveabl e relative ^ fop-clamping the tag^ea 
said tag support means_to clamp a tag therebetween, the article to be tagged 
being situated proximate to said tag support means, fastener dispensing 
means comprising a hollow needle through which fasteners are ejected, said 
fastener dispensing means normally h^iifi v^,^ ^ ~„p prilT 

means^means for moving said ne edle of said fastener dispensing means from 
a position reni pie_Jromrelativ»--^> said tag support means to a position 
proximate said l aa support rm»in* after a ra» h clamnad lvtw.^ n gaid 
Sla pping means and said t ag support me«m. tn sa id needle to pass 
through the tag and article, and means for actuating said fastener dispensing 
means. 

2. (previously presented) The apparatus of Claim 1 further comprising anvil 
means normally spaced from said tag support means. 

3. < previously presented) The apparatus of Claim 2 further comprising means for 
advancing said anvil means towards said tag support means to hold die article 
therebetween. 


PAGE 6/17 * RCVD AT 5f26/2004 1 0:09: 11 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPT0^ FXRF-1/0 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:2122925391 * DURATION (mm-ss):04-14 


05-26-2004 09:16 F ROM-EPSTEIN ORANGEL BAZERMAN JAMES 2122925391 T-800 P. 007/017 F-112 

J 4. t&gvjQBsfr presented) The apparatus of Claim 3 wherein said anvil advancing 

means is actuated before said fastener dispensing means. 

5. (previously presemedJ_The apparatus of Claim 2 wherein said anvil means 
comprises a needle receiving recess. 

6. uasvioujlv present) .The apparatus of Claim 1 wherein said tag transport 
means moves a tag through a first path section, wherein the tag is moved to a 
plane substantially perpendicular to said needle and then through a second 
path section, wherein the tag is moved substantially within said perpendicular 
plane, into alignment with said tag support means. 

7. (previously presented )_The apparatus of Claim 1 wherein said tag transport 
means comprises a linearly moveable carriage, an arm with a suction cup and 
means for rotatably mounting said arm on said carriage. 

8. (previously presemedjThe apparatus of Claim 7 wherein said arm mounting 
means comprises means for keying said arm to said carriage such that said 
suction cup is coplanar with the lead tag in said tag holding means, when the 
tag is engaged by the suction cup. 

9. (previously presented) The apparatus of Claim 1 further comprising a work 
surface and means for position adjustably mounting said tag holding means on 
said work surface for independent positioning in two directions. 

10. (withdrawn) Automatic apparatus for attaching tags to articles comprising 
means for holding a plurality of tags, tag support means spaced from said tag 
holding means, tag transport means for removing tags, one at a time, fix>m said 
tag holding means and placing them on said tag support means, fastener 
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dispensing means comprising a hollow needle through which fasteners are 
ejected, means for moving said fastener dispensing means relative to said tag 
support means to cause said needle to pass through the lag on said tag suppon 
means and means for actuating said fastener dispensing means, said tag 
transport means comprising means adapted to engage a tag in said tag holding 
means, and means for moving said tag engaging means through a first path 
section, wherein the engaged tag is .situated in a plane substantially 
perpendicular to said needle, and then through a second path section, wherein 
the engaged tag is moved along said perpendicular plane, inro alignment with 
said tag suppon means. 
| 11. (withdrewn lThe apparatus of Claim 10 wherein said tag support means is 

situated in a plane substantially perpendicular to said needle. 

12. (withdrawn) T he apparatus of Claim 10 wherein said second path section is 
substantially parallel to the plane of said tag support means. 

13. ( withdrawn) , The apparatus of Claim 10 wherein said fastener dispensing 
moans moves in a direction substantially perpendicular to said tag support 
means. 

14. (B^idmvni.'IT.e apparatus »£-^^ojXlajm 10 wherein said tag transport 
means comprises a carriage, an arm upon which said tag engaging means is 
situated and means ^tor, «™^*mM^rox« ab W ^..nr^ said vm on 
said carriage. 

| 15. (withdrawn) The apparatus of Claim 14 wherein said arm mounting means 

comprises means for keying said arm to said carriage such that said tag 
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engaging means aligns with the lead tag in said tag holding means, when the 
tag is engaged. 

16. fiuiUasMa.-na apparatus ^-GhimoC C\ui m 10 wherein said tag engaging 

means comprises a suction cup. 
17: (vviMawnlllie apparatus of Claim 10 further comprising a work surface and 
means for position adjustably mounting said tag holding means on said work 
surface for independent positioning in two directions. 

18. i^iitewnLThe apparatus of Claim 17 further comprising laser means for 
positioning said tag holding means mounting means. 

19. (wTihdrawn) _The apparatus of Claim 10 further comprising means for 
clamping a tag to said tag support means. 

20. iwith^wnLAutomatic apparatus for attaching tags to ankles comprising a 
work surface, means, mounted on said work surface, for holding a plurality of 
tags, tag support means spaced from said tag holding means, tag transport 
means for removing tags, one at a lime, from said tag holding means and 
placing them on said tag support means, fastener dispensing means 
comprising a hollow needle through which fasteners are ejected, means for 
moving said fastener dispensing means relative to said tag support means to 
cause said needle to pass through the tag on the tag support means, means for 
actuating said fastener dispensing means, and means for mounting said tag 
holding means on said work surface for independent position adjustment in 
two directions relative to said work surface. 
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21.£M!hc!m^LThe appara.ua of CWm 20 wncroin said two direction* are 
mmmUU, paraUa, . aaid work aurtace and subaantoHy p„peodic Ul ar ,o 
said work surface, respectively. 
22. l ^ j!m!l _ ne apparau3 of aaim 20 ^ ^ ^ 

comprise* a rack on .aid tag holding means and a pinion gear rorarably 
mounted on said work surface. 
23.^^^ apparatus Qf Cla . m 2{) where . n ^ mounting ^ 

comprises a threaded shaft perpendicular to said work surface and an 
internally threaded part connected to said tag holding means, said part being 
rotarably received on said shaft. 

24. ^^) ,,, ^ apparatus of Claim 20 wherein said fastener dispensing 
means moving means moves .said fastener dispensing means in one of said 
directions. 

25. (withdrawn) ^ I***" « Orfm 24 wherein said tag transport means 
moves tags in the other of said directions. 

26. iwithdjmvnLThe apparatus of Claim 20 wherein said tag transport means 
moves a tag through a first path section, wherein the tag is situated in a plane 
substantially perpendicular to said needle, and then through a second path 
section, wherein the tag is moved substantially within said perpendicular 
plane, into alignment with said tag support means. 

27. tememiJh* apparatus of Claim 26 wherein said second path section is in 
one of said directions. 
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28. imibtenLThe apparatus of Claim 20 further comprising laser means for 
positioning said tag holding means mounting means. 

29. / u;iihdravvn) _The apparatus of Claim 20 wherein said tag transport means 
comprises a linearly moveable carriage, an arm with a suction cup and means 
&*■ -*<Ha*a&vlbr rotatablv mounting said arm on said carriage. 

30. ^iibdE2jvn}_Automaiic apparatus for attaching tags to articles comprising 
means for holding a plurality of tags, tag support means spaced from said tag 
holding means, tag transport means for removing tags, one at a time, from said 
tag holding means and placing them on said tag support means, fastener 
dispensing means comprising a hollow needle through which fasteners are 
ejected, means for moving said fastener dispensing means relative to said tag 
support means to cause said needle to pass through the tag on said tag support 
means and means for actuating said fastener dispensing means, said tag 
transport means comprising a moveable carriage, an arm carrying a suction 
cup adapted to engage a tag in said tag holding means, and means for 
mounting said arm on said carriage such that said suction cup is aligned with 
the lead tag in said tag holding means, when the tag is engaged by said suction 
cup. 

31. (withdrawn) T he apparatus eg-Ctetaft f, Claim 30 wherein said tag transport 
means moves a tag through a first path section, wherein the tag is situated in a 
plane substantially perpendicular to said needle and then through a second 
path section, wherein the tag is moved substantially within said perpendicular 
plane, into alignment with said tag support means. 
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32. The apparatus of Claim 3 1 wherein said first path section is arcuate. 
| 33. miMrawnll-he apparatus of Claim 3 1 wherein said seeemH ^sccond path 

section is only linear. 

34. imiiutaiLThe apparatus of Claim 30 wherein said tag transport means 
comprises a linearly moveable carriage to which said afm- Barm is rotatably 
mounted. 

35. l^iidwivnlThe apparatus of Claim 30 further comprising a work surface and 
means for position adjustably mounting said tag holding means on said work 
surface for independent positioning in two directions. 

36. (wii hdrawnLT he apparatus of Claim 35 further comprising laser means for 
positioning said tag holding means mounting means. 

37. (withdrawn) The apparatus of Claim 30 wherein said arm mounting means 
comprises a shaft, a bracket to which said arm is mounted, said bracket having 
an opening through which said shaft extends, said opening being defined in 
part by a protrusion, said shaft having a slot, said protrusion being slideably 
received in said slot. 

38. ^ hhdrawn)T he WP*™™ of Claim 37 further comprising a cylinder with 
rotatable rod and whereas said shaft comprises said rotable rod. 

39. (wididra*nj _ T he apparatus of Claim 37 wherein said bracket is slideably 
received on said shaft. 

40. U^drawiy Automatic apparatus for attaching tags to articles comprising a 
work surface, means, for holding a plurality of tags, each of the tags having an 
opening, means for position adjustably mounting said lag holding means on 
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said work surface, tag support means spaced from said tag holding means, tag 
transport means for removing tags, one at a rime, from said tag holding means 
and placing them on said tag support means, fastener dispensing means 
comprising a hollow needle through which fasteners are ejected, means for 
moving said fastener dispensing means relative to said tag support means to 
cause said needle to pass through the opening in the tag on said tag support 
means, moans for actuating said fastener dispensing means, and laser means 
for positioning said tag holding means relative to said work surface such that 
said tag transport means places each tag on said tag support means with said 
opening of the tag in alignment with said needle. 
41. twrthdjawjjtThe apparatus eMJWpotCMn 40 wherein said tag transport 
means moves a tag through a first path section, wherein the tag is situated in a 
plane substantially perpendicular to said needle and then through a second 
path section wherein the tag is moved substantially within said perpendicular 
plane, into alignment with said tag support means. 

J 42. ta pihdrawn) T he apparatus of Claim 41 wherein said first path section is 

arcuate. 

| 43. (withdrawn) The apparatus of Claim 41 wherein said first path section is 

arcuate has a componeni and a linear component. 

| 44> <^hdrawn) The apparatus of Claim 41 wherein said second path section is 

only linear. 
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45. t^OrawnLThe apparatus of Claim 40 wherein said tag transport means 
comprises a linearly moveable carriageway arm with a suction cup, and 
means fe^gMa^ior rotatabjy mounting said arm on said carriage. 

46. laaStatanLThe apparatus of Claim 45 wherein said arm mounting means 
comprises means for keying said arm to said carriage such that said suction 
cup is aligned with the lead tag in said tag holding means, when the tag is 
engaged by the suction cup. 

4? ' a djus? a 'bl7 ) The 8pParatUS of Claim 40 wherein said me *ns for position 

mounting said tag holding means on said work surface independently 
positions said tag holding means in two directions. 


10 


PAGE 14/17 ' RCVD AT 5/2612004 10:09:11 AM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVRiUSPTO-EFXRMIO " DNIS:8729306 * CSID:2122925391 1 DURATION (mm-$$):04-14 


